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Mission Statement

From its establishment as a freanding seminary in 1923 by the Archdiocese of New Orleans,
Notre Dame Seminary has, as its primary mission, the preparation of men for ministerial
priesthood in the Roman Catholiti@ch. The seminary, through an integrated and balanced
program of priestly formation, seeks to prepare pastors for the Church in the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, the Good Shepherd.

As a graduate school of theology, the seminary offers those preparing foietbood the

Master of Divinity degree program of study. The Master of Arts in Theological Studies is also
offered, especially to neseminarian applicants preparing for leadership and catechetical roles in
the Church, and to anyone seeking to deepeorhiner understanding of Catholic theology.
Additionally, a pretheology program prepares seminarians to enter the graduate theology
program.

While primarily preparing men to serve as priests in the southern region of the United States,
Notre Dame Semary participates in the missionary activity of the Church by promoting a spirit
of mission among its candidates for priesthood and by assisting certain missionary dioceses in
other areas of the world.

Accreditation

Notre Dame Seminary was incorporated. D48 by the State of Louisiana as a-poofit

educational institution with the power to confer degrees. It operates under a charter drawn up in
1970, revised in 1975, and again in 1995. The seminary is accredited by the Commission on
Colleges of the Sdhern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and the Association of
Theological Schools (ATS) to award the degrees of Master of Divinity (M.Div.) and Master of
Arts in Theological Studies (M.A.). Contact SACS at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033
4097 or call (404) 67921500; and ATS at 10 Summit Park Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 1823 or

call (412) 7886505. The seminary has been approved by the Louisiana Board of Regents and
the Louisiana State Department of Education.

History

The establishment @f diocesan seminary in lower Louisiana was a keen concern of Bishop

Louis Dubourg (1815 1826). It also proved a point of honest disagreement between himself

and Bishop Joseph Rosati, C. M., the first Rec
Louisiana (1818), and his coadjutor since 18Résati reasoned that, although property was

available for a seminary on a thousawte site donated for that purpose by Father Bernardo de

Deva in Platteville on Bayou Lafourche, priests were too scafeetimupper and lower

Louisiana to assure staffing adequately a second seminary.

Dubourgdés plan was finally rl8@&)whgietiB38)y Bi shop
negotiated an agreement with Father John Timon, C.M., Superior of the Congregat®n of th



Mission or Lazarist Fathers, to open a seminary in Platteville next to Assumption Church on
Bayou Lafourche.

The official name of the institution was "The Ecclesiastical Diocesan Seminary of St. Vincent de
Paul," but it was popularly known as Assumpt®eminary. The first rector was Father

Bonaventure Armengol, C.M. In describing the building, the editor of the 1839 issue of the

Cat holic Al manac noted, "The house é is 75 fe
basement.”

This brick buildng housed seminarians until 1855 when fire completely destroyed it. The
students moved to Faubourg Bouligny, a New Orleans suburb, and lodged in the rectory of St.
Stephendés Church on Napoleon Avenue.

Three years later a building was erected nextt8§ $te phendés and served as &
Lazarists until 1867 when it was suppressed due to the financial distress of the diocese following

the Civil War. Despite the shortage of funds, another effort was made little more than a decade

later to estdlish a diocesan seminary. At the end of his life, and just before he sailed to Rome for

the First Vatican Council, Archbishop Jean Odin, C.M., had plans drawn up for a building to be
constructed next to the Old Ursuline Convent (then his residence) sitetlod the former

Ursuline chapel which had been known as St. Mary of Consolation. This building was

functioning by the end of 1870, at which time Napoleon Joseph Perche was the new Archbishop.
Although by 1873 this seminary, which was much later remddel¢ o become St . Ma r
School, had forty students and was staffed by priests of the archdiocese, it too succumbed to
financial pressure and was closed in 1881. Nearly another twenty years passed before it was
decided to reopen the seminary that badn built in the Faubourg Bouligny district next to St.
Stephendés Church; however, Archbishop James H
only seven years.

Two years after his arrival as Bl d%4o#edasucces
meeting of laymen at his Esplanade Avenue residence for the purpose of discussing with them

the ways and means of erecting a substantial building on a site acquired in 1910 through the

efforts of Father Francis Prim, a pastor of Mater Dolorosa @harthe Carrollton section of

New Orleans.

An outcome of the August 20, 1920, meeting was the launching of a capital campaign. By the
following January the campaign netted close to $1 million from some 50,000 subscribers.
Encouraged by this brodzshsedisplay of interest and generosity towards a permanent major
seminary, the Archbishop commissioned the architect, General Allison Owen, to draw plans for
Notre Dame Seminary.

The corner stone was laid for the handsome chdileabuilding on May 7, 1922The seminary

began functioning on September 18, 1923, with 25 students from the three Louisiana dioceses
registering for philosophical and theological
residence was built next to the seminary.



From the beginmg of the seminary until 1967, the Marist Fathers of the Washington Province

were in charge. The first rector was Father Charles Dubray, S.M. The number of students

remained small through the formative years, not exceeding 60 until September 1932.

Intheearly 19506s, as enroll ment proved too | arg
Joseph Francis Rummel (193964) dedicated funds raised to memorialize hisa2fiversary

of Episcopal consecration and hisnt the priesthood for the erection of Svseph Hall. The

architect for this building, which was also close to $1 million, was Jack J. H. Kessels.

St. Joseph Hall has some student and faculty rooms, houses the seminary library with a capacity
of 200,000 volumes, and has an auditorium attadRezliously, Archbishop Rummel had

provided a permanent brick residence on the campus for the Sisters of the Holy Family, which is
now occupied by the Order of Discalced Carmelites and is now known as the John of the Cross
House of Studies.

During his rdatively short tenure as apostolic administrator and archbishop, the Most Reverend
John P. Cody (1962965) laid the groundwork for the emergence of Notre Dame Seminary into
a provincial seminary exclusively for theological students. Prior to the establigiin 1964 of

the St. John Vianney Preparatory School, also located in the Carrollton section, diocesan
seminarians normally spent six years at St. Joseph Preparatory Seminary (established by the
Benedictines at Gessen, Louisiana in 1891) and then gix years at Notre Dame Seminary. St.
Joseph Seminary College (at St. Benedict, Louisiana since 1902) becamgeafotollege
seminary in 1968, serving principally the province of New Orleans. It serves as the local feeder
institution for Notre Dame.

In addition to the Marist Fathers, diocesan priests and others of specialized competence have
been professors and lecturers at Notre Dame Seminary since the arrival of Archbishop Philip M.
Hannan in 1965.

In 1984 a special evaluation team created by #@uwecsn for the purpose of studying and

advising American seminaries visited Notre Dame Seminary. In 1993, Notre Dame Seminary
completed its 7@year of service to the Archdiocese of New Orleans and to the Gulf South
Region. In 1995 a sefftudy was condued and was followed by visits from the accrediting
agencies.

A few noteworthy events have occurred which h
Outstanding among these has to be the visit of Pope John Paul Il in 1987. Not only was this the

first visit of any Roman Pontiff to New Orleans, but for the two nights of his sojourn here, the

Pope slept in the adjoining residence of the Archbishop. The first enthusiastic group to greet the
Pope were the Notre Dame seminarians.

In 1993, the archdioceselebrated its bicentennial. Many different events marked thelyegr
festivities: special liturgical services, an exhibit at the New Orleans Museum of Art, the
publication of a nearly 70page volume of collected essays, gatherings for the young ants eve
for the faithful. The faculty and seminarians were active participants at many of the events. A
substantial benefit for the seminary was designated from the Capital Campaign, which was
begun by Archbishop Francis B. Schulte.



In 1997, the first histgrof Notre Dame Seminary was published and entiilée, History of

Notre Dame Seminaryt was written by Reverend Mark Raphael who was a student at the time.

This history was produced forthewdnni ver sary of the semiadar yoés
throughout the academic year of 198809 with an Open House in September, a special

Eucharistic Celebration in October, and a special Alumni Day celebration in February 1999.

As a graduate school and a seminary, Notre Dame Seminary continuescentber af
theological studies and of formation for the priesthoodfanchanyin and around the New
Orleans area

Location

Notre Dame Seminary is located in the Carrollton section in the heart of New Orleans,

Louisiana.Mi nut es fr om tehne Doiesaturtiicftuol afn@arpd ct ur esqu
seminary is just minutes from downtowia Interstate 10New Orleans offers numerous

opportunities for entertainment, cultural activities, exhibits and fine dining.

Academic Support

Library

The Robert JStahl Memorial Library, which houses more than 95,000 volumes, including
12,000 bound periodicals, is |l ocated in St. J
stacks shelvinga dedicated reference room which also houses the bound perioditstian, a

writing lab,and an internet research center. A quiet study area with seating for 34 pemons is

the ground floarThe book and periodical collection reflects the purpose and objectives of the
seminary. The library subscribes to approximald5 periodicals titles.

For research work or other specialized projects, stu@daat$aculty membersf Notre Dame
Seminarycan borrow books from other libraries through the LALINC (Louisiana Academic
Library Information Network Consortium) programcdaiirough intedlibrary loan. The
bibliographic holdings of the library are fully accessible through the online catalog.

Seminarians and students enrolled in the school respect the honor system and have free access to
the library at any time. Persons motrolled in Notre Dame, including alumni and members of

the religious community at large, have borrowing privileges. Students who attend schools which
are part of the LALINC system also have borrowing privile@adine access to the library card
catalogis found at the following link www.lib.nds.edu.

Academic Resource Program

The Academic Resources Program provides needed tutoring and remedial instruction to students
to ensure their academic succestudens are referred tthe coordinator of the Academic


http://lib.nds.edu/

Resource Program by faculty members who discern the need for such assistance in a given
student. Students may also refer themselves if they feel they need help

Notre Dame Seminary recognizes that stuslenth disabilities are entitled to the reasonable
accommodations and appropriate academic adjustments as stated in Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Students with
disabilities are encourageddontact the coordinator of the Academic Resource Program.

English Language Program

TheEnglish Language Prograrg&l(P) is designed to prepare studentsliierstudy of

philosophy and theology at the seminary. The goal is to haveableigve a minimum
computerbased TOEFL score 660for the paperbasedexam(this is equivalent to a score of
240for thecomputerbasedexam and 80for theInternetbasedes). Students are given the
opportunityto enrich their reading skills throhignaterials with pitosophical and theological
content. The program includes all language acquisition skills (reading, composition, listening,
spe&ing) and concepts of discourse and technioahbularyin order to meet the level of

English competence which will ensure sess at the gradudtvel of instruction. The

curriculumof the ELPincludesthe conversation partner program to foster verbal communication
skills and a minimum number of hours of independent comjnateed listening exercises and
(TOEFL listening) pratice. To ensure comprehensive preparedness in the NDS theology credit
classes, the papeased TOEFL tests reading, listening, and grammar, and the supplemental ELP
tests willbe used t@valuate writing and speakimgmpetence

The English Language Pn@gn alscserves students of English as a Second Language who do

not intend to enter seminary degree programs but who are interested in studying English within a
concentrated theological and philosophical cont®&dtive English speaking seminarianst

enrolled in ELPbutin needof strengtheimg their academic language skjllre encouraged to

make use of the program. Further information on the ELP can be found on the NDS website at:
http://www.nds.edu/EnglishProgram.htm

Information Technology

Information Technology at NDS is committed to providing the appropriate technological
infrastructure to support teaching, research and service, and to providirguhigl, efficient,
and effective technological services that support NDS's vision, missibgoats. This includes
the following:

1 Establishing and facilitating a technology council to address technology needs for NDS
which includes a strategic plan for both near and long term requirements, supporting the
seminaryo6s nadbjectveson and cor e

1 Managng multiple IT disciplinessuch asoftware support, technical support aydtems
architecture

1 Maintaining website content and overseeing-ttagiay management of the NDS website.



Student Life

Information regarding student life at Notre Dame Sery, the Student Government
Association, various student activities, and other pertinent information can be found online at the

website (www.nds.edu) or in tidotre DameSeminaryStudent Handbook.
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Program of Priestly Formation

The United States Coerfence of Catholic Bishops has provide@ragram of Priestly
Formation, Fifth Edition(PPF) to help ensure the quality of seminary formation in the United
States. Notre Dame Seminary is in full compliance with the standards sePiREhén

addition b the M.Div. Program, Four Pillars of Formation help to form the seminarian in a
holistic and integrative manner.

The Formation Advisor

Each seminarian has a priéatulty formation advisor who is most directly concernadhie
external forum, withte s e mi foanatiora Thé advisor and seminarian will strive to
develop an honest, open, supportive and trusting relationship to help the seminarian take full
advantage of formation. Thermation advisor will help theesninarian grow in self

understading and readiness for ordination. The formation advisor is also to be objective as he
stands back to asss and, at times, exhort tleesnarian, urging him to a greater depth of
maturity.

1. Each seminarian is assigned a formation advisor when theyNwiterDame Seminary.
The scope of this relationship is to discuss all external forum issues involved in the
priestly formation of the seminarian.

2. The seminarian will meet at least three (3) times each semester with his formation advisor
or as needed teview his progress. The formation advisor is an important point of
communication between the seminarian and the formation faculty outside of the formal
evaluation.

3. ltis the seminariads responsibility to schedule the meetings with his advisor and to be
faithful to the meetings. If he knows that he will be unable to keep an appointment or, for
some reason, misses a meeting, the seminarian should contact his formation advisor as
soon as possible to explain his absence and reschedule the meeting.

4. The relatonship of the formation advisor and advisee, while confidential, remains in the
external forum.

5. The formation advisor assists the seminarian to assimilate, meet and integrate the
demands of the formation program.

6. The faculty periodically meets to revidghe progress of each seminarian. Any comments
from these meetings offered by the faculty will be communicated to the seminarian by the
formation advisor.

7. The formaton advisor also assists thensinarian in the annual formal evaluation. Prior to
the semiarians formal evaluation he will meet with his formation advisor for a
preliminary evaluation meeting. The formation advisor communicates to the seminarian
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the faculty perceptions of the seminarian and helps prepare the Seminarian for the formal
evaluatian.

8. As part of the evaluation process, the seminarian will set and state goals and objectives
for his ongoing formation. These goals should address the four major areas of priestly
formation as outlined in therogram for Priestly Formationhuman, spirital,
intellectual, and pastoral. The seminarian will follow up on these goals with his formation
advisor during their normal meeting each semester.

9. As part of the formal evaluation the faculty will also set a number of goals for the
Seminarian in the areas the four pillars. The seminarian will follow up on these goals
with his formation advisor during their normal meeting each semester.

10. A request for a change in formation advisors would not ordinarily be considered since an
advisor is assigned to, ndi@sen by, the seminarian. If, however, there seems to be a
legitimate reason to explore the possibility of such a change, the Seminarian must first
speak to his current formation advisor and the Rector. Ultimately, the Rector must agree
to the change beferit takes place.




Human Formation
Purposeand Goals

Thepurposeof human formation is to prepare men to be bridges to spread tpelGdaman
formation is twofold. It ixoncerned with the maturing of the self as well as débeloping
healthyinterpersonal relatiwships. Selknowledge and sekicceptancealong with relational
maturity, areimportantto the growth and maturation process of the seminarian in formation. Of
special importance is the capacity to relate to sthiece, as a future priest, the seminarian will
be responsible for a community awdl needto be a man of communidqi®astores Dabo Vobis
43).

The main goal of human formationtsform the seminarian in the human virtues tmbelp

him becomemorelike Christ, the Word made flesfhe seminarian is primarily responsible for

his formation and is called to prayerfully devote himself to the integration and interiorizing of his
academic, pastoral, spiritual and human formation.

Human formation reliesn a foundation of prayer and spiritual formation. It relies on the
academic formation and the development of the intellect. &sreln a desire for growth, self
awareness,arrection of deficiencies, se#fcceptance and personal identity. It relieshen t

formation of the will, passions, emotions, memory, and imagination. It requires the development
of chaste, celibate men who can be loving pastors. It requires the development of maturity in
understanding chaste celibacy, prudence, vigilance over bodspénit, compassion and care for
others, obedience, simplicity of life, discernment, morals, values, and learning and living the
virtues. It requires learning how to set and livewde of Life It includes learning how to form

holy and healthy relationgls, social formation, collaboration, manners and courtesy. It requires
a desire to grow in freedom, openness, honesty, flexibility, joy, inner peace, generosity, justice,
personal maturity, interpersonal skills, common sense, aptitude for ministry,cavith gr moral
sensibility and character. It includes a psychosexual maturity and ongoing education in the areas
of human sexuality, and chaste celibacy. It requires a healthy ministerial identity and a keen
awareness of ministerial boundaries and is grednd a welldeveloped sense of the self. It
requires all this and relies on a generous pastoral heart and a desire to serve.

Thus, it can be seen that human formation is wide ranging, integral to formation and will greatly
influence the ministry of a fure priest. It can also be seen that human formation is not learned

in one class or one workshop but over time and in the interior of the heart. Human formation is
developed as much by the book as by the example of holy priests.

Spiritual Formation
Purposeand Goals
The goal of the seminaryds Spiritual Formati or

holy and weHlbalanced priests and pastors for the Catholic Church today. Implied in this goal are
the following objectives:
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